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An extract from a report submitted to the 
PRESIDENT'S CONFERENCE ON HOMS BUILDING AND HOME OWNERSHIP 
by the 

Committee on Farm and Village Housing 


December, 1921 — 


MAY ¢ 0 1992 


“ 


Janice §, Srewa 


REPRESZNTATIVE PLANS FOR FARMHOUSES. i 


This group of: farmhouse plans was collected as ‘part of the report 
of the Committee on Farm and ‘Villago Housing of the ‘President's Confcr- 
ence on Home Building and Home Ownership, for tho use of persons who con- 
template new building and to furnish el pfat suggestions to those who 
wish to remodel their present homes. The plans are representative of the 
best now available from colleges of agriculture, thc Bureau of Agricultur- 
al Engineering eke neater Gh Ps 9 Department of Agriculture, and agricultural 
journals, but are not offercd as being ideal. Not cnourh attention has 
been givon by these agencies ‘to low-cost houses, and each ‘of the plans, 
like any others that might have been sclectcd, may be criticized in one 
or more respects. However, since housing roquirements in various sec- 
tions, as well as nad vitnal needs ana testes in dwe Llings, diftiter widely, 
the Committec does not attempt to discuss Byeay ES excellencies 
or shortcomings but offers them as plans to bo. sidered in connection 
with the following extracts from a study sheet oe ats by the Committee 
to give general recommendations as to the requirements for farmhouses. 


Extracts from "A Study Sheet of Desirable 
Standards for the Farmhousc" 2/ 
Exterior of the Farmhouse 
A. General appoarance ~- simple in line and detail rather than ostenta- 


tious and cluttered with unnecessary ornamentation. 


td 


Shape and composition of the muss should be pluasing; low and broad 
rather than tall and narrow. 


Q 


There should be proper balance of masses and details, cmphasis and, 
subordination, harmony of component parts, and good proportions. 


D. Openings should be of size and shape and placing to mest with util- 
itarian requirements and have a pleasing relation to mass. 


E. Matorials should be used consistently and be properly coordinatod. 


F. The color scheme should be soft, pleasing tones of harmonious colors. 
Sharp contrasts should be Ra leree only with discretion, 
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1/ Solected by VW. A. Foster, Rural Architect, University of Illinois, with 
assistance of other members of the Committe ec on Farm and Village Housing. 


2/ Preparcd by Miss Mary Rokahr, Office of Cooperative Extension Work, end 
Wallace Ashby, Bureau of Agricultural Engineering, U. 5S. D. A. 
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Interior of the Narmhouse 


A. Arrangement of rooms 


(1) 


Kitchen, food storage space and dining area, with casy access 
to each other, should be located at rear of house, with view 
toward farm buildings and highway. ~ 


General service and laundry room should, if possible, be pro- 
vided near kitchen. 


Wash room,well ventilated outer wrap closet, and farm office 
should be near rear or side entrance. 


Rear entrance should give easy access to sorvice areas. 


Main approach entrance for family and visitors alike should be 
easily reached from kitchen, but also lead into living quarters, 


Stairway to cellar should be convenient to kitchen and to rear 
entrance. 


There should be a passageway from the rear-entrance to living 
or dining: room without passing through kitchon. 


Living room should be located in front peat of house or Venter 
there is best: view. 


Doors and passages stould be so arranged as to avoid breaking 
into social groups. 


If there is a hall, the stairs should open:from it. 
It is desirable to have a bathroom convenient to sleeping areas. 


Covered porches should not be placed so as to reduce unduly the 
natural lighting of rooms. 


Doors, windows and passages should be arranged to provide ventila- 
tion and avoid drafts. 


B. General living facilities 


(1) 


(2) 


Space and facilities so that u11 mombers of the family can be 
comfortable at the same time. 


Space for convenient placing of furniture to avoid interference 


with doors, windows or closets. 


Study equipment and play space for children. 


BaD eye 


(4) Rooms so arranged that any momber of the femily may heve privacy 
when he so desires. 


(5) Space and equipment for correspondence end resding. 

(6) Equipment and rest space arranged on mein floor. 

(7) Space and arrangement convenient for risiting with friends. 
(8) Provision for young people to entertain their fricnds. 

(9) Facilities for Deuertor nine guests over night. 


(10) House large enough and errenged to cntertein neighborhood 
gatherings. 


C. Kitchen, laundry and goncral service facilitios 


(1) Size of kitchen (for preparing, cooking, surving, and clerning 
up) minimum 90 to maximum 150 square feet. 


(2) Kitchen work centers grouped to save steps in preparing cooking, 
serving and cleaning up (stove, sink, and vork surfaces each not 
more than 12 feet from all others.) 

(3) Working heights that allow worker to stand or sit normally. 

(4) Space for laundry, protected from weather end close to drying. 
space where washing machine, tubs, and other equipmcnt may. be 


left when not in use. Size not less then 50 square feet. 


(5) Spece near reer ontrence for storing and preps ring fern 
products coming into the house, 


(6) Place for men to wash apart from kitdéhen work centers. 


(7) A business dosk in living or dining roam or in office with 
outside entrance. 


D. Storage Facilities 
(1) Food, 
a. Perishable foods. Provide refrigcration that meain- 
tains temperature below 50 degrescs F., or if this is 
not possible use dreft cooler or dumbyaiter scolar. 


b. Food in use and small steples - ample kitchen cupboards. 


ec. Staples - large quantity stornge facilitics outside 
kitchen, 


Par ee 


ad. Canned products and vegetables - in basoment near 
stairs or in other dry, cool-place. 


a. Coal or wood storage convenient to heating pnlent 


b. Coal or wood box neer renge, the wood preferably 
put in from outside. 


e. Kerosene or gasoline, small supply kopt in convenient 
place. Large. supply kept-outside of house. 


(3) Operating equipment. 


a. Built-in kitehen equipment or cabinet for small and 
lerge utensils, kitchen tools and linens. - 


b. Separate closet space for cleaning equipment near rear. 
of house or aff roar hall. (Minimum size 16 x 20 inches 
or eguivelont.) . 


ec. Storege for ironing board near kitchen or a built-in 
board. 


(4) Wraps. 
a. Front or side entrance wrap closet cquipped with low hooks 
for children. (Minimum size 26 inches wide wy 20 incehs deep, ) 


b.. Reer closet for rough wraps and work clothes, or hooks’ in 
ear entrance hall. 


en eloset space. (Size 56 inches wide, 18 inches 
ight of roon.) 


(6) Childron's playthings - storage spaco under window seats, in 
closets or dravere, upon shelves or in boxes with lids. 
5] Ly 


KR. Sleoping facilities 
ear re et ee ee eee Zz 





(1) At least one vedroom for every tyo persons. 
(8) Bedroom erea, not less than i00 square feet for two porsons. 


(3) All sleeping roons provided vith cross ventilation and wall 
space for beds. 


(4) Closet or werdrobe space in addition to bedroom space 20" by 


56", height of room; should be equipped with shelf, 
rod for hangers and shooe recks. 


bey 


Utilities of the Farmhouse 
A. Lighting 
(1) Glass aren at least one-fifth of floor area.: 


(2) Hach room having at: least one exposure; kitchen, 
‘living end sleeping areas preferably two. 


(3) Direct sunlight entering at losst thitge-fourths of 
the rooms, - 


(4) oe: end ertificial lights on a1] work surfaces, 
such as:stove, sink, work and study tables and in 
reading center. cys 


Estimating Cost of Ee Ao 


er 


The cost of building these houses will vary widely in different 
localities. It vill be affected also by the kind “anc quality of 


materials usea, end the amount of labor furnished by the oimers There- 


fore, no costs in dollars ere stated put instead ths volume of "eaet 
b 
house (cubic fect of spacc inclosed) is shorvm. The cost may bs 
p 
estimated roughly by multiplying the volunc by th: eppropriate ‘cost 
per cubic foot as given in tho folloting table. More accurste 
figures can often be sceured from:-locel builders. 


Approximate Costs per Cubic Foot for Fre Rate peel nae 


ee 


Southern 





First recommended level—2£, 3, or 4 rooms 
with masonry base, firo resistive flue 
both sides of studs covered 


aintoed - 
aA Sere at ie een eR TAR, rat Some at mh 
exterior, interior finish - tL bog Meee aL Og 


Second level - Bethrogm space, battcr 


finish ety: eer) a s htis be ayer 
Medium level - 5 - 6 rooms, with plumbine 16 - 23° ' 20 = 36 


Fourth lovel - Adequate standerd-plunbing 
and hard tiood floors 19 = 27 B3'- 3 


Fifth level - Cormarabls to better tyne 


middle class city homs 60 =< 36 28 - 35 


3/ The cheapest type of shelter (shack) may be built for perheps 
half this cost. : 
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Index to Farmhouse Plens 4/ 


1. One story - kitchen, 1 bedroom. Design furnished by Dept. 
of Agr. Engin., Univ. of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis. 


2. One story - kitchen, living-dining room, 2 bedrooms, porch’, 
Design furnished by Bur. of Agr. Encin., U.S. Dopp. of ner, 
Washington, D.C. 


3. One story - living kitchen, 1 bedroom, bath, porch. Design 
furnished by Bur. of Agr. Engin., U.S. Dept. of Agr., Washington, D.C. 


4. One story - combined kitchen-dining room, 2 bedrooms, with 
provision for adding bath and rear porch. Design furnished by Bur.of 
Agr. Engin., U. S.Dept. of Agr., Washington, D-C, 


DS. ‘Two story, “Pennsylvania Shack" - kitchen, living-dining 
room, & bedrooms, porch.. Board and batten construction. 


6. One story - kitchen, living room, 2 bedrooms, 2 porches. 
Inexpensive board end batten construction common in South. Design 
furnished by Bur. of Agr. Engin.; U.S.) Dept. ot Ago... Washington un. 


7. One story with besement - combined kitchen-dining room, 
workroom, 2 bedrooms (or 1 bedroom and living room), porch. Design 
furnished by Bur. of Agr. Bngin., Usa. Dept. of fens, Wesu LHe lon. Our 


8. .One story - kitchen, dining room, living room, 2 bedrooms, 
bath, 2 porches.: Design furnished by Dept. of Agr. Engin., Georgia 
State College of Agr., Athens, Ga. 


9. One story with part basement - kitchen, dining room, living 
room, * bedrooms, sleeping porch, bath, 2 porches. Design furnishod 
by Bur. of Agr. Engin., U.S. Dept. of Aer., Wastinetonu, .C. 


10. One end one-half story with basement - kitchen, living-din- 
ing room, 1 bedroom, bath, porch, with provision for addition of 3 
future bedrooms end future living room. Design furnished by National 
fumber Mfgrs. Association, Washington, D.C. 


ll. <A, B, C, & D. -To story with basenont - kitchen, living- 
dining room, 2 bedrooms, porch, with provision for adding step-by-step 
2 future bedrooms, dining recom, bath, laundry, dairy and ice house. 
Design furnished by Bur. of Agr. Engin., U.S. Dept. of Agr., Washington, 
D.C. 

12. One story - kitchen, dining,-room, living room, 2 bedrooms, 
bath, 2 porches. Described in Bulletin 74, Agr. and Mech. College of 
Texas, College Station Texas. Also included in the house plan service 
of Tho Ladies Home Journal, Philadelphia, Pa. 


4/ Persons vishing further information regarding these plans should 

address the agencies which furnish them. In most cases there is 2 nom- 

inal charge for working drawings. Designs of the Bureau of Agricultural 

Engineering, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture are free while the supply lasts. 
Chum eee ; 
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13. One story vith basement-combined kitchen-dining roon, 
living room, 2 bedrooms, bath, 2 porches. Design furnished by 
The ee Rurelist, Atlanta, Ga. 


14. Two story with basement - kitchen, wash room, dining room, 
living room, library, 4 bedrooms, slecping porch, bath, 2 porches. 
Design furnished by Dept of Agr. Engin., Univ. of Minnesota, Univer- 
sity Farm, St. Paul, Minn. 


16. One story with basement kitchen, living-dining roon, 2 bed- 
rooms, bath; office, 2 porches; Design furnished by Dept. of Agr. 
Engin., Univ. of Missouri, Columbia, Mo. 


17. Two story with basement - kitchen, dining room, living roon, 
4 bedrooms, bath, toilet, sewing room, 2 porches. Design furnished by 
National Lumber Mfgrs. Assoc., Washington, D.C. 


18. To story with basement - kitchen, wash room, dining roon, 
living room; 3 bedrooms, sewing room, bath, 2 porches. Design included 
in Bulletin 91, Extension Scrvice, State College of Weshington, Pullman, 
Washington. 


19. One story with basement - kitchen, living-dining room, 2 
bedrooms, bath, 2 porches. Design included in Bulletin 23, Engin. Expt. 
Sta., Kansas State Agricultural College, Manhattan, Kans. 


cP) 


£0. One and one-half story vith besenent 

living room, 3 bedrooms, sewing room, 2 baths, & 
cluded in Bulletin 235, Engin. Expt. Sta., Kansas 
College, Manhattan, Kans. 


£1. One story with basement - kitchen, di 
& bedrooms, bath, porch. Design furnished by De 
Univ. of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Ark. 


ze. Two story with basement - kitchen, wa 
living room, 5 bedrooms, bath orch. 

; ’ ’ : P 
Engin. , Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. 


24. One end one-half story with basonent 
living rocm, 4 bedrooms, dressing room, @ baths, 
nished by Univ. of Illincis, Urbana, Illinois. 


Design furnished by Dept. « 


- kitchen, dining room, 
porches. Design in- 
State Agricultural 


ning room, living roon, 


Pee Cle Ae nei, 


shroom, dining room, 
Pa) 


£27 « 


- kitchen, dining room, 
perch. Design fur- 


29. Two story with basement ~- kitchen, dining room, living roam, 


sun parlor, 4 bedrooms, bath, office, wash room, 
furnished by Univ. of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois 


lsundry. Design 
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Farmhouse | 
3,000 cu.ft. 
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BED ROOM 


840*10-0" 


LIVING ROOM 


WHO" 190” 


BED ROOM 


850 * 10:0" 


Farmhouse 2 
6,500 cu.ft. 


FLOOR PLAN 
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BED ROOM LIVING KITCHEN 
9-6x 14-6" Le 14-GXIT*O” 


Farmhouse 3 
7,000 cu.ft. 
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| Farmhouse 4 
7,500 cu-ft. 
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Farmhouse 5 
8,500 cu.ft. 
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ALTERNATE FLOOR PLAN 


Farmhouse 6 
9,500 cu. ft. 
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Farmhouse 7 
l4,.500 cucft. 


49 


«& - 


Ve Ay 


- hag Hy 











A ee 


é . f 
; BED ROOM i 
Woxt-6 | 


=e 4 = Y : 
| , BED ROOM 


{) 


A 
ea ea 


Y 
ey 14 Refri: 1S: 


(i Clos. jmitEsy comer f 
\ Work toble. O / 
M 


N KITCHEN AND DINING ROO LIVING ROOM 
Ny 10-O'X18-0" 


4 N Rey “2 y : 
. Bangs NOK 14-6 KITCHEN AND DINING ROOM — siz Tine, ROOM 
Table N-OX1B-o" Neoxnto” 


i ~abTable 
ea =| 


re 


Wo XII-6" 


























‘ 
i 
J 
ers 
i] y: ; 
isi 


a 


a 
, io 
(Ke 4a 
SRE 
‘ “i 
; 












’ 


j 4 ie 
| d 
. : | 
i. upt | 
our 






. 
P 
7" A 
he | 
Mersey 
iy v4 
rie) 


kan 


ey 
















vied 
hd 


| 














= 


-BED ROOM: 


12-0" A 11'- oO” 






LIVING RQOM 
15-O"x* 12'-3" 
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Farmhouse 8 
15,000 cu.ft. 
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Farmhouse 9 






16,000 cu-ft. 
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Farmhouse JIA 
18,000 cu.ft. 





NVid YOOT4d LSUl4 


RE RN 


20-61 x 0-1 [ :0-H1x,0-€1 


woow 


SNIATI 


¥ 








NV¥1d YOO1s GNOJIS 









































tH 00S 72 
GI} esnouwue, 





‘NV1d YOO14 LSU ‘NV Id YOO1s UNODIC 


20-61 *,O-+1 [ O-\H1 x,O- 1 
woou Woow sot H 
ONIAN NINIG fer cof 

pyro — O-1x,0-9 fl 


XYGNNV1 





1$°9 0000€ 
J 1] asnoywuey 

















[i weet 
uy F aaa 
iy A 0 ! 
, ret f i 
h i \ 
i ay" 
7 
. 
si ween 
bh a 
\ 
oe 
a 
ial Moist 
¥ 
ou 
ba) 
» roe, hee 
4 
Pa F ’ 
Gres 
ie t 
y iy $ 
. « wh, 
. 5 
‘ > * 
= “? 
? Me 
oa % i 
- ~~ 
‘ 
‘ 
, 
' 














*~ 


rh y ana 








PAU is " 











3SNOH 3D! 


(= 
Hat 





10561 05> Prrlx,0-El 


wood 
SNIAI 














i 








= = 
2 = 
= [n= 
e 


{Non 

















ae2 DOSIe 
|} esnoywue, 































ae I y : , 
’ , 
j 
i 
y 
; 
—_ K vite viene at ate lh z 
% 
Ps i. 
i ¥- * .. t u y 
im F ar 
he = ; ; 
vo Ae 
Les ) 
, + 4 i ' ‘ 5 
“| lS cits Cle a ‘oy 
iz ih Fees SB siane i ; | 
F 3 #7 oe 4 ; ame Pa. f 2 
: < F ) re ail , *- ; 
“ r ; 
, J ; : 
} lass ; ee io 
ib M (a : ; 
ia faa ich | at 
+ Beet etl sk | a FPO er es... 
>. | 
; , ee ' ; | 
: gos Ape. ie 
‘ = od ¥ K "a ij ay | . 
oe oa Sn - - a, 
fea hae bp Ss. 2 4 ~ ; “~ ae j iS of f 
F : ” L 
, 7 
- i : ‘< nail 
+ ¥ so : 
': i yar ) 
; oi e r 
s ' 7 
eh » 
' : nae ; 
7 y a é 
- 4 . 
i | * 
Ly ‘ =a f f 7" ’ 
Bra. tela 
es 7 
‘ ‘< 
;- 
’ mo 
7 « Ho o 
A F 
hy “ 
F % 0 J 
} 
f 
j 
‘ 
| r 
: 5 
y it ‘ 
. > 
| i ' 
7 P 
, : ; 
; 
. = : 
b , 
« 
, 
f «Le pe roa een “) 7h 
' fs on ¥ 
? ale tnd : * 2 
rk Sag a» 8 he 
- wind ‘ =@ : “? 
a F ; ee f 
a é 4 4 | 
.. > 
a AC 
a “ > 
i" 
t 54 ¢ *, ; 





La { : 
oe : 
a he 
i a” ; 


a, \ ‘ma ua 
ip rm i ee ere Pepa : 


Ry t ‘ bea va es 





. ba ] / 

' , - | 
a Tay f : ; 
¥ } sf 

ie 4 : 








ay ta. 







ae oie ® x ; 
ee a te Po ie f 


ae VGRRIA RL Ane als: sete acct Ee mel te 






ie | a 
in a ca a sie { * 
A ogsolponares an Fe ae + comullionctiital 





Depa cAl ge 


paw, Cop tesa} 


Farmhouse 1/2 
18,000 cu. ft. 


. § SUEeOd. 
Ms “BONE & rie 


MARIE ks sie Seed 


ies 


Ney pd 


rr. 
€ 








BED ROOM |i 


i hae Se 





Farmhouse |3 
21,000 cu.ft 
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14-0" x 18-0" 
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Farmhouse 1/4 
24,000 cu.ft. 
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Farmhouse |7 
26,000 cu.ft. 





a a (a | 






“wos 


a ne ce : 






4 ‘+ a ” 7 v 
‘ a : cae t te, Paae 







EP 
oy 
t 4 
. 







et at ee oe ane ane? ge! 
eee et 
ke at ces " 

‘ | ae ae 














ae 


pln 
os 





rs 





“é 


ra) 
7 


<) S- 
+r 





; on! 
Pans in) OX. 
bg) 





LIVING ROOM 
— 21-3", 13-6 





Poe Mair hale Olle Pang 


Farmhouse 18 
26,500 cu. ft. 
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Farmhouse 19 
28,000 cu.ft. - 
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Farmhouse 20 
28,500 cu.ft. 
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“SCCOND FLOOR PLAN: 


Farmhouse 24 
32,000 cu. ft, ' 


x ; ‘ . cad 
is te 














whl 














































ie | Bea if WANA j 4 

sain RE = Le 2 [es = ne 
@ |c-ecicotd =i 5 es Bea er oe 
IN \s] nes as —— Ss = ee 
AQ =? _ age I 













LPR. 
fol Oe % D 


( ra 
yi 
mee HY 
: BL} =e 
] ———_t 
a 






= 70 
P 

















4 UK ==. tap 
ty 
tars 2 i A! Th S13) +03) 
| j 1 
{le | hee Sie) 
At au 
i " = 1% 
ne mm 
eqeriey 
eas rye 
Bar 





‘LIVING: 
‘Room: 





























‘Bep ‘Room: l 


‘ 


‘SECOND FLoor PLAN: 


Farmhouse 25 
36,000 cu. ft. 











| 129 ee 2 z 
R5S1Rp Representative plans for farm housese 


AS 193Zienppitojob PRA ee 










































































